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SO, WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL ABOUT EARTH DAY ANYWAY?®
As many of you know, Earth Day is just around the corner, 

celebrated on April 22nd.

The Earth Society Foundation formally established Earth Day 

in 1976 with the following mission:

“Conduct educational programs and seminars and promote 

research and investigation throughout the world for the 

purpose of providing data to all individuals and institutions 

who are joining in the movement to promote and implement 

the Earth care ethic: namely, that the stewardship and care of 

earth requires action to produce and use materials and services 

that help nurture, conserve and recycle, without destructive 

pollution, the organisms and nutrients of Earth’s web of life. 

Coordinate or assist the work of like-minded organizations 

for the purposes of minimizing unnecessary duplication of 

energies and maximizing the impact and effectiveness of the 

earth care movement.” (Emphasis mine)

Really, we don’t need to save the earth, as it will survive 

without us. We need to save us. To do this, we must accept 

that agricultural conservation and sustainable agriculture 

are more important than ever.

The statistics can be startling:

About a quarter of the world’s farmland is seriously degraded 

(FA0).

Throughout the world, current erosion rates are higher than 

ever. According to a study for the International Food Policy 

Research Institute, each year an estimated 10 million hectares 

(24,710,538 acres) of cropland worldwide are abandoned due 

to soil erosion and diminished production caused by erosion.

(Worldwatch Institute , Worldwatch.Org)

By 2050, the world’s population will reach 9.1 billion, 34 percent 

higher than today. (FAO)

Soil compaction is a worldwide problem, especially with 

the adoption of mechanized agriculture. It has caused yield 

reductions of 25 to 50% in some regions of Europe (Ericksson 

et al., 1974) and North America, and between 40 and 90% in 

West African countries.

Agriculture is the largest user of freshwater (70%) and a major 

cause of degradation of surface and groundwater resources. 

(FAO)



Some 16,000 waterways are impaired, and 78 percent of 

assessed coastal waters suffer from nutrient pollution which 

affects water used for drinking, fishing, swimming and other 

recreational purposes. (EPA)

Will just using biologicals (like those found in products 

containing SumaGrow) in agricultural production solve all of 

these challenges? The answer is no. There is no one solution 

to cure what ails our planet, but we would argue that our 

products are one of the most important foundations for 

addressing these growing challenges. When combined with 

sustainable farming methods, they will also restore and 

maintain soil fertility and crop production.

Our teams of field scientists and agronomical experts have 

traveled extensively: to India, Honduras, South Korea, China, 

and Brazil, just to name few countries. The overwhelming 

concerns voiced by farmers in all of these countries are 

increasing soil fertility, crop quality, and yields, while reducing 

fertilizer inputs.

For almost a decade, Bio Soil Enhancers has been addressing 

these concerns in over 40 countries, and has been recognized 

nationally and internationally for our efforts.

Microorganisms are the foundation of life. You can grow a crop 

without fertilizer, but nothing grows without microorganisms. 

Over-fertilization, and the use of pesticides, damages and 

destroys microorganisms. With liberal use of these products, 

it becomes necessary to continually repopulate your soil 

to maintain a vibrant community of microorganisms. The 

microorganisms found in products containing SumaGrow 

have been carefully selected for their ability to work together 

in the soil and root zone of the plant to support maximum 

yields with fewer fertilizer and irrigation demands.

For additional information, we invite you to visit our website 

and view results of our field trials conducted by universities, 

specialized testing facilities, and independent consultants.

We are celebrating Earth Day at the Downtown Hattiesburg 

Farmers Market on Thursday, April 21, and if you are local, we 

hope you will join us.

You may still be asking, “What’s the big deal about Earth Day 

anyway?”

We believe that we, the people, are the big deal. It is important 

to support and recognize producers in their efforts to use 

sustainable agriculture techniques and forward thinking 

farm management plans for ourselves, our children, and our 

future.

For more information go to sumagrow.com.

Happy Earth Day!
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