
NEWSLETTER
MAY 2016

IS BIG AG BAD FOR THE WORLD?
We certainly hope not.

Large farms now dominate crop production in the United 

States. In the early, 1980s most cropland was found on farms 

with fewer than 600 acres. Today, most cropland is on farms 

with over 1,000 acres. Interestingly, there has been an increase 

in both large farms and smaller farms while mid-size farming 

is declining.

While reports abound that water contamination and the 

decrease of arable land are direct consequences of large 

production farms, the EPA has published a memorandum 

“reaffirming its commitment to partnering with states and 

stakeholders to address nitrogen and phosphorus pollution…” 

This memorandum, which applies not only to agricultural 

practices, presents a framework states can use to reduce 

nitrogen and phosphorus pollution.

In the coming years, it is projected that producers will be 

required, through strict regulations and penalties, to reduce 

their pesticide and fertilization applications. Similarly, there 

is debate whether farm subsidies should be tied to measurable 

sustainable efforts.

 

The fact that large production farms account for a significant 

volume of our sales at BoiSoil Enhancers, Inc. (BSEI) tells us 

that production farmers understand that farming practices 

must adapt and are reaching out for products containing 

SumaGrow to bridge the gap. The quandary many face is the 

expense of integrating sustainable farming methods while 

still maintaining a profit.

Products containing SumaGrow fill that transitional gap 

and beyond. Our agricultural biologicals contain beneficial 

bacteria and fungi that begin working upon application. 

SumaGrow’s biological blends allow the producer to reduce 

his fertilizer inputs and increase crop quality while still 

maximizing yields. Some of the benefits include quickening 

the breakdown of cover crops into valuable organic matter, 

balancing the soil pH pre-plant, making nutrients more 

available at emergence, and giving a boost to juvenile crops 

through soil or foliar application.

The results are indisputable. For example, the protocols of an 

organic corn trial conducted in 2011 in Marshall, Wisconsin 

compared a product containing SumaGrow and 50 percent 



Grower Standard (half of the standard recommended 

fertilizer application) with full 100 percent Grower Standard 

(standard recommended fertilizer application). When the 

fertilizer application was reduced by 50 percent and a product 

containing SumaGrow was added, the corn yields increased 

21% over the Grower Standard treatment. The reduction of 

fertilizer application and the increase in yield profited the 

farmer an additional $329 per acre.

Or consider a testimonial by Billie Davis, a farmer in Dover, 

Florida who has been growing collards, mustard, scallions, 

and black eye peas on his farm for 45 years.

This mustard field was planted from seed 27 days prior to 

this photo. “I have been able to reduce my nitrogen based 

fertilizer by 50%. I have also been able to reduce my pesticide 

applications because bugs don’t like to chew on healthier 

plants…. [SumaGrow] has given me a better yield consistently 

over the past five years saving me money,” he said. “Since I 

started using [SumaGrow] five years ago I have reduced my 

input costs by $250 per acre per year and I have seen better 

yields.”

These producers are integrating sustainable farming practices 

and still making a profit.

The farmer will face increasing pressure to improve 

farm efficiencies for the environmental protection and 

preservation of our natural resources. The good news is 

SumaGrow biologicals are ahead of the game and have been 

comprehensively tested over the last decade on a multitude 

of crops in various soil types and climate conditions. 

Overwhelmingly, the results demonstrate SumaGrow’s ability 

to grow crops with higher yields and higher Brix, while 

decreasing the use of synthetic fertilizer. This reduces water 

contamination and land degradation, while protecting our soil 

and water resources.
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