
NEWSLETTER
AUGUST 2016

SUMAGROW® LOOKS TO EXPAND SALES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
We were happy to host a delegation from Myanmar for meetings 

to discuss a potential partnership on a pilot project to increase 

organic rice cultivation in the country using products containing 

SumaGrow®. Although organic production took root in the 

Southeast Asian country around 1990, only around 130 acres of 

the nation’s farmland is currently utilized for this purpose. 

After observing the success of the trials using SumaGrow® for 

organic rice production in Vietnam, representatives on behalf of 

Myanmar began talks with BSEI about a potential partnership.

Recently, Wayne Wade, President of BSEI, met with Kyaw Myo 

Htut, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, and 

Ms. Ohn Mar Aye, Economic Attache, at the Embassy of the 

Union of Myanmar in Washington, DC to continue dialogue.

Drew Pigott, Field Services Coordinator for BSEI, will be 

traveling to Myanmar to initiate, develop, and oversee the 

implementation of the upcoming trials. The trials will be 

ongoing, replicated, and will measure rice quality and yield, 

with a reduction in fertilizer, among other data points.

“We look forward to introducing our products to the 

governments and farming communities in Myanmar and 

developing relationships that forward our mission of leaving 

a legacy of good stewardship to the generations that follow 

us,” said Wade.

Myanmar is 261,000 square miles (about the size of Texas) and 

boasts some of the most fertile soil in the world. Around 60 

to 70 percent of Myanmar’s population are smallhold farmers 

and close to 90 percent of these farmers depend on rice for 

subsistence.
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BSEI ON THE ROAD
It has been a busy couple of months! Our teams have travelled from coast to coast 

talking with growers, assisting in field trials, and telling farmers and agricultural 

professionals about SumaGrow® products.

To give you a snapshot, some of our team headed to the 2016 National Association  

of County Agricultural Agents Convention in Little Rock Arkansas to communicate 

the benefits of SumaGrow® products to Extension Agents. It was a success, and 

over 1,000 people attended!

Others flew to Florida to assist with sugarcane and citrus production, and then 

a few headed to the grand state of Texas for rice. We travelled to California to 

participate in business meetings and dug in the dirt with peanut producers in 

Alabama. Have I mentioned we love our jobs?!

LAWMAKERS CALL FOR DAIRY INDUSTRY RESCUE
A bipartisan group of more than 60 lawmakers is asking the USDA to provide 

emergency financial assistance to the dairy industry amid depressed market 

prices which are mainly the result of oversupply in the U.S. and countries in other 

parts of the world.

U.N. WARNS OF ‘RACE AGAINST TIME’ FOR 23 MILLION 
DROUGHT-STRICKEN AFRICAN FARMERS
Failure to help 23 million farmers in drought-stricken Southern Africa with 

seeds, fertilizer, and other inputs will leave rural families there dependent on 

development assistance. 

MANDATORY LABOR IN VENEZUELA FARM SECTOR
Venezuela calls for forced farm labor to reboot food and agriculture production in 

the troubled nation. 

 


