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CELEBRITY JUDGES SELECT SUMAGROW® AS “PITCH TANK” WINNER AT 
FREEDOMFEST 2016

The microbial technology of SumaGrow® won the Pitch Tank 

award at the 2016 FreedomFest for its ability to increase crop 

quality and yield while decreasing fertilizer and water usage 

in agricultural production.

Sound too good to be true? Not according to the five celebrity 

judges including Steve Forbes, Chairman and Editor-in-Chief 

of Forbes Media, and John Mackey, co-founder and co-CEO 

of Whole Foods Market, who found enough potential in the 

technology to vote it the winning product, beating out over 

800 other hopeful applicants.

“We are talking about disrupting agriculture across the entire 

planet,” said Mackey after SumaGrow® was announced the 

winner. “I think that is a pretty good opportunity.” Mackey 

said he was impressed and will want to test SumaGrow® 

thoroughly to confirm claims.

“The Pitch Tank is a collaboration between FreedomFest founder 

Mark Skousen and the Angel Investors Network to provide 

entrepreneurs with the opportunity to present their business 

model to thousands of investors and a star-studded panel of 

angel investors. In addition, BSEI won $140,000 in prizes.

“Following the announcement, Lou Elwell, CEO of BSEI, 

returned to his trade show booth and discovered a check for 

$50,000 attached to a note that read, “Do Us Well!” “Despite 

initial hesitation, SumaGrow® has steadily gained credibility 

and influence among agribusiness and the agricultural 

community because it works,” said Mr. Elwell.

The technology of SumaGrow® contains soil microorganisms, 

selected for their ability to increase soil fertility and plant 

health, and is blended with liquid humates for easy application. 

SumaGrow® has been tested on hundreds of different crop 

types in varied climates and soil conditions. Referenced in 

college textbooks, gardening books, and countless magazines, 

products containing SumaGrow® continue to make headlines 

for their many benefits for the farmer, the soil, and the earth.
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BSEI ON THE ROAD
Our field team recently enjoyed participating in the quarterly meeting of the Jones 

County Cattlemen’s Association held at the JCJC Advanced Technology Center 

in Ellisville, MS.Around 200 cattle producers attended the meeting, dining on 

ribeye steak, baked beans, baked potato and blueberry pie, and listening as Chuck 

Grantham, Agricultural Consultant for BSEI, presented a PowerPoint identifying 

the many benefits of using SumaGrow® on forages. BSEI Field Technician Ethan 

Currie said, “There was a lot of interest in the product. We must have talked with 

at least 60 to 70 producers.”

Drew Pigott headed West to evaluate more rice fields being tested with products 

containing SumaGrow®. This producer is applying SumaGrow® to approximately 

22 of his 800 acres of rice this year for testing. Drew will be headed back out in the 

next few weeks. 

The top stories in US agricultural news the last couple of weeks, besides politics, 

focused on the increasing water and land contamination and the need to upscale 

conservation, and remediation efforts. Below are a few interesting ones.

FARM COMMUNITIES PAY FOR DECADES OF FERTILIZER USE 
A pollutant that has leached into California aquifers since farmers first began 

using synthetic fertilizer continues to accumulate.

WALMART GIVES $1M TO HELP WITH CONSERVATION
The Walmart Foundation, the retail giant’s charitable arm, gave a grant to Ducks 

Unlimited to support its partnership focused on conserving soil, water and 

wildlife in wetlands.

CALL FOR INNOVATIONS IN WATER AND AGRICULTURE
The US, Netherlands, South Africa, and Sweden have again joined forces to offer 

millions of dollars to innovators who enhance food productivity by improving 

water efficiency in agriculture. 

Read more about these news stories on our home page at www.sumagrow.com


