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MISSISSIPPI MEDALLION WINNER GROWN WITH SUMAGROW®
Earl Watts has a hobby that he laughingly declares “is out of 

control.”

Mr. Watts and his wife, Barbara, own and run Suburban 

Daylilies, an American Hemerocallis Society Display Garden, 

on their property in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. What began 40 

years ago as a way for Mr. Watts to relax after work has grown 

into a thriving business with almost one thousand different 

daylily varieties for sale to nursery wholesalers and the 

general public.

“SumaGrow® has made all the difference,” Mr. Watts says. “You 

have to stay busy when you retire. It’s just something I love 

to do. I had about 700-800 plants before I retired and now I 

have around several thousand including the seedlings,” said 

Mr. Watts, now 83 years old.

While Mr. Watts says that it’s “ just something to do to keep 

busy,” he does far more than that. Mr. Watt’s hybridized daylily 

Suburban Nancy Gayle, was recently voted a 2015 Mississippi 

Medallion Winner by the Mississippi Nursery and Landscape

Association. Only three to five plants are selected as a 

Medallion Plant annually.

And Mr. Watts says that using SumaGrow® has made a 

significant difference in the germination, growth and quality 

in his daylily production. Mr. Watts began using Tall Harvest, 

SumaGrow® inside about three years ago and said the daylilies 

grow better, have more fans per proliferation and the colors 

are more vibrant and “green, green, green.”

Also, Mr. Watts has been able to significantly reduce his 

fertilizer input costs. “I don’t use as much fertilizer. I’d say I 

reduce it about two thirds,” Watts said.



Mr. Watts says that he root dips all of his daylilies in the 

SumaGrow® product before planting. He likes to wash the dirt 

off the roots before dipping and says it extends the use of the 

product and gets the liquid directly on the root of the plant.

“It just seems like the plants grow better-it pushes them. 

Whatever is in it they like,” Watts said. What is in “it” is a 

balanced blend of beneficial soil microorganisms and humates 

created to build and maintain healthy, balanced soil that 

maximizes plant quality and yield while reducing fertilizer 

inputs and irrigation needs.

And what about his other plants? “The tomatoes love the 

stuff,” he said, “I don’t use any fertilizer on my tomatoes, just 

the SumaGrow®.”

This past summer Mr. Watts shared a couple of photos of 

his personal “experiment.” These tomato plants were newly 

planted but you could already see the difference!

Hundreds of visitors (customers, out of town tourists and 

curious Mississippians) seek out the Watts’ home every year, 

mostly in the spring during the full bloom of the daylilies, to 

tour their beautifully landscaped yard -laid by Mr. Watts- 

complete with outstretched live oaks, ripe red knock out roses 

and just about any other kind of plant species they can imagine. 

“One time we had two tour buses show up at the same time,” Earl 

said. “We like for large groups to come separately but sometimes 

they just show up and we don’t know they are coming.”

And what does Barbara think of all this? “We enjoy it...it keeps 

us busy. For more information about Suburban Daylilies, visit 

suburbandaylilies.com.
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