
TESTIMONIAL

KNOCK ‑OUT ROSE TRIALS  — ACCOKEEK, MARYLAND  

My name is Steve Miller. My position at Abby Farms is Asst. Nursery Manager for Nutrient Management. During the 
two prior years 2011–12, I struggled to find a nutritional program that provided the growth and quality that our market 
requires. 

In 2011 the quality of the crop was below average. In 2012 we implemented a supplemental foliar nutritional program 
with a rotation of four different treatments on a weekly basis. The quality of the roses was better, but this required 
a tremendous amount of labor. In Jan. 2013 I met David Babcock with Planet Safe and set up to have him come out 
and trial some of his organic supplements. David came by the nursery the first week of June and left me a sample of a 
product called SumaGrow®. I decided I would trial it on a bed of Knock-Out Roses to see what it could do. 

We treated one bed of roses which was 5000 sq. ft. and left the other four beds as a control. One week after treatment I 
saw a noticeable change. 

The SumaGrow® roses were a little bigger and had better color. I made a second application two weeks later and this 
amplified the effects of the initial treatment. This time I surveyed the root system of the treated versus control and 
found the SumaGrow® treated roses had an advanced root system.

At this time our container grower came to me and wanted to know what I did to the one bed of roses to make them grow 
so well. I filled him in and we decided to treat the whole crop. From that point on we treated the whole crop of roses with 
Suma Grow at 1 gal/100 gal of water per acre every month for the rest of growing season and the results were excellent. 
This cut out 75% of the labor while producing a superior rose.

I will continue to use SumaGrow® on the Knock Out roses and plan to trial it on other crops in the future.  


